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15 January 2021 
 
Dear Parents             
 
We are writing to request your help. 
 
As you are all aware, for the majority of pupils we have moved to Home Learning and school remains 
physically open to support the children of Critical Workers who need a place and those children classed as 
vulnerable.  We want to assure you that every member of staff at St. Michael’s is 100% committed to 
supporting those children and families who need to be in school during this time and to providing high quality 
remote learning and support for all of those children learning from home.  However, we are finding ourselves 
increasingly in a position where this is going to be jeopardised.  
 
As the last two weeks have gone on we have seen numbers of parents requesting places in school increasing 
and this is concerning for a number of reasons: 
 

 More children in school, means bigger bubbles and it is more likely a case of Coronavirus will appear 
and a bubble will need to be closed down. If a bubble closes and only one parent is a key worker, 
there is already another parent at home who can look after the children, so the key worker can carry 
on doing their job. I understand it may be harder for them to work with their children at home, but 
working is harder for everyone in these circumstances! If a bubble closes and both parents are key 
workers, there is no one at home to look after the children. One of those parents will then have to 
take time off work and be stopped from doing the incredibly important and life-saving jobs that they 
are doing. 

 The more children in school, the more staff we need to bring into the building. This means that there 
are fewer staff working on the provision of remote learning and support for the vast majority of our 
pupils who are at home.  The quality and amount of what we are able to provide will therefore suffer 
and a large proportion of our pupils will suffer as a result. 

 
The Government has stated that families where one parent is a key worker are able to send their children 
into school.  Across the county many families have decided to send their children because they meet these 
criteria.  They are, of course, eligible.  However, the Government have also made it very clear that it is far 
safer for children to be at home wherever possible.  Therefore, if one parent is a key worker and the other 
parent is at home (even if they are working from home), then children can and should be at home and do 
not need to take up a key worker place at school.   
 
Beds in hospitals are full.  The situation in Cumbria and, in particular, in Carlisle is at crisis point. The NHS is 
at near full capacity and they need their workers in hospitals.  
 
We are asking, please, that if your child/ren are in school at the moment, or you are planning to send them 
into school in the next few weeks, it is really important to consider whether they NEED a key worker space 
or not. Everyone’s circumstances are different, but you do not need to take a place just because you can.  
 



_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Website: www.st-michaels.cumbria.sch.uk  e-mail: head@st-michaels.cumbria.sch.uk or admin@st-michaels.cumbria.sch.uk 
 

We want to stress that we know many of our families who are using the key worker provision at the 
moment are using it because they truly do need to.  This letter is in no way aimed at you and we want you 
to know we will do everything in our power to continue supporting you. 
 
Please consider what we have said.  Help us to continue supporting those in school who truly need it and 
providing a quality learning experience for those at home, while at the same time stopping the spread of 
this awful virus and protecting our amazing NHS. 
 
 
Take care and stay safe.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs J Paisley 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 
Mrs K Somerville 
Joint Chair of Governors 
 
 

 
Ms R Hogarth 
Joint Chair of Governors 


