
Characterisation - Wednesday 

Today we are going to look at a variety of different techniques we can use to 
start sentences when writing character descriptions to keep the reader 
‘hooked’.  

Please read these character descriptions. Do they build up an image in your mind 
of the person? 

 

From Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone by J. K. Rowling (Scholastic, 1998) 

 • He was a big, beefy man with hardly any neck, although he did have a very large moustache. Mrs. 
Dursley was thin and blonde and had nearly twice the usual amount of neck, which came in very 
useful as she spent so much of her time craning over garden fences, spying on the neighbours. (p. 1) 

 • A giant of a man was standing in the doorway. His face was almost completely hidden by a long, 
shaggy mane of hair and a wild, tangled beard, but you could make out his eyes, glinting like black 
beetles under all the hair. (p. 46) 

 

From Holes by Louis Sachar (Scholastic, 2000)  

• They were dripping with sweat, and their faces were so dirty that it took Stanley a moment to 
notice that one kid was white and the other black. (p. 17)  

• Madame Zeroni had dark skin and a very wide mouth. When she looked at you, her eyes seemed 
to expand, and you felt like she was looking right through you. (p. 29) 

 

 

 



Your Task: 

Look at the sentence starter cards and watch the video on Seesaw 
to show you some techniques for opening sentences. 

These will help you vary the way you write sentences about your 
character. 

Use each of these techniques to describe a character. 

You could use one that we have looked at earlier this week, think 
back to ‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ that we read in class and 
use Lila or Chulak as your character, or choose one of your own 
characters.   

(Remember to identify your character on your work – so we can see 
how effective your sentences are) 


