
eron and Hummingbird were 
old friends.  Being birds, they 
both loved to eat fi sh.  While 

Hummingbird liked small minnows, 
Heron liked bigger fi sh.

One sunny morning, Hummingbird 
said, “There may not be enough fi sh 
in the world for both of us.  So let’s 
have a race.  Whoever wins will get all 
the fi sh in the rivers and lakes.”

Heron thought for a moment and 
said, “That sounds fair.”  The two 
friends agreed to have a race lasting 
four days.  Whoever was fi rst at the 
tree at the far end of the river would 
win the race—and all the fi sh!

At dawn the next morning, the 
race began.  Hummingbird was fi rst 
into the air, fl ying circles around 
Heron before Heron got off the 
ground.  Then Heron fl apped his 
wings and moved ever forward. 
Hummingbird was fast, but he 
always fl ew here and there to drink 

nectar from the fl owers and 
talk with the animals 

along the river.  By 
the end of the 

day, he was 

tired.  Knowing he was winning the 
race, he decided to sleep.  Heron just 
fl apped his wings and moved ever 
forward.

On the second morning, 
Hummingbird woke to see Heron 
fl ying by.  Hummingbird caught up 
with Heron and fl ew circles around 
him before racing down the river.  By 
the end of the day, Hummingbird 
was very tired.  Once again, he had 
spent his time fl ying here and there, 
talking with animals along the river.  
While Hummingbird slept during the 
night, Heron just fl apped his wings 
and moved ever forward.

On the third morning, Hummingbird 
woke to see Heron far ahead.  He 
quickly caught up to him.  Heron just 
fl apped his wings and moved ever 
forward.  Tired from another day of 
fl ying here and there, Hummingbird 
slept.  “I’ll catch Heron tomorrow,” he 
thought.  “There’s still time.”

But when he woke in the morning 
and fl ew down the river, he saw 
Heron—sitting in the tree.  The race 
was won, and now Heron thought of 
all the fi sh that were his to eat—and 
all the nectar that was Hummingbird’s
to drink.
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